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To preserve, teach and celebrate Swedish heritage .

Entangled Routes: Exhibit Blends Nature and 
Art as Envisioned by Family of Creative Artists

5211 North Clark Street
Chicago, Illinois 60640-2101

www.SwedishAmericanMuseum.org

Entangled Routes, the next special exhibit at the 
Swedish American Museum, will open Friday, 
March 22, with a reception from 6 to 8 p.m. 
Artists Corinne D. Peterson and her sons, 
Tim Klassen and Stephen Klassen, will display 
various pieces of mixed media art that is rooted 
in Scandinavian heritage and their personal 
experiences of the landscape, people and myths 
of the North.

Corinne Peterson
A sculptor of ceramics, Corinne grew up on a 
farm near Anoka, Minn. She attended North 
Park University, then received a master’s degree 

in social work at the 
University of Illinois-
Chicago and started a 
psychotherapy practice.

Dreams about clay 
led her to take a class 
at the Lillstreet Art 
Center in Chicago and 
to become enthusiastic 
about creating artistic 
objects. This resulted in 
development of a second 
successful career.

Corinne refers to clay 
as “the primary material 
of my art – the result 
of an eons-old process 
of decay and growth. 
Rock, worn by wind and 
water, changes into fine 
grains, which when wet 
can be shaped. Kiln-fired 
clay turns stone hard. 
Its durability makes it 
a source for learning 
symbols and stories of 
past cultures.”

Corinne’s sculptures 
are in many private 

and public collections, including Kirkland & 
Ellis, Advocate Lutheran General Hospital 
and Oakton College. Her clay tile murals and 
mosaics can be seen around Chicago at the CTA 
station at Roosevelt and State, Latin Middle 
School, and many Park District facilities.

The sculptures to be displayed in Entangled 
Routes “allude to elemental forces at work in 
the formation and life of rocks I saw on a trip to 
Sweden and Norway last summer,” Corinne said. 
Her trip fulfilled a desire for connection with the 
landscape where her grandparents lived before 
immigrating to Minnesota.

continues on page 6
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When Kurt Mathiasson started the Swedish 
American Museum he wanted to create a 
place where everyone felt at home, not just 
the Swedes and the Swedish-Americans, but 
also anyone interested in our rich traditions 
and the dynamics of immigration. Located 
in the heart of Andersonville, first as a store 
front and now, since 1988, in the old Lind 
Hardware building, we open our doors seven 
days a week to all who have come to know 
our Museum for our diverse activities and 
events. Our visitors come to enjoy the art 
exhibits on the first floor, the immigration 
stories on the second floor and for the 
younger ones, to play at the Brunk Children’s 
Museum of Immigration. 

In the beginning, of course, most of 
our members and visitors were Swedish 
or Swedish-Americans, and the Museum 
became another “home” where they could 
go and meet friends and be part of a Swedish 
community. Our Swedish heritage is still, 
and always will be, our unifying focus, but 
today that focus has attracted the broader 
community, and we are so fortunate to be the 
“home” or destination to over 40,000 people 
annually. Every day we try to make everyone 
feel welcome whether they come for a short 
visit or to stay for hours.

We have many wonderful groups in the 
neighborhood that are using the Museum for 
meetings and events in the evenings. Some 
evenings have two or three different groups 
using the Museum at the same time. Often 
there will be coaching sessions on the third 
floor, a board meeting for a local dance group 

on the second floor and a choir rehearsing 
on the first floor. We have had weddings and 
gatherings of all ethnicities, business meetings, 
birthday parties – even a beer brewer’s kick-off 
gathering. All this is in addition to our regular 
hours, lectures, family programs, Christmas 
and holiday celebrations, and special Treasure 
sales. These are all wonderful ways of 
expanding our Museum to include the larger 
community and to have our doors be open 
and welcoming.

We have many great programs planned for 
our members and visitors at the Museum. We 
are also working together with SWEA, SACC 
and North Park University to offer programs 
to the Swedish-American community as a 
group. We had a great event in November 
with the Swedish Church Choir from New 
York and this year we are all planning a family 
celebration and concert to celebrate Valborg. 
Our hope is that most of the Scandinavian 
and Swedish choirs in Chicago are able to be 
part of the concert.  

We are, indeed, fortunate that our 
Museum has grown into a such highly valued 
community institution, founded upon our 
Swedish heritage and traditions all of which 
we continue to exemplify and share with all.

Karin Moen Abercrombie
Executive Director

MiSSiON STATEMENT

Through its arts and educational programs 
and its permanent collection, the Swedish 
American Museum interprets the immigrant 
experience for children and adults and 
promotes an appreciation of contemporary 
Swedish-American culture. 

The Swedish-American Historical Society, 
based at North Park University, will conduct 
its semi-annual dinner and program at the 
Swedish American Museum at 6 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 20.

A discussion of the 375th anniversary of 
the founding of the New Sweden Colony 
in Delaware will be presented by Kim-Eric 
Williams, director of the Swedish language 
program at the University of Pennsylvania, 
a former governor of the Swedish Colonial 
Society and a recipient of the Royal Order  
of the Polar Star.

Two ships left Gothenburg in December 

1637, anchored in Delaware Bay on March 
29, 1638, and established the first Swedish 
settlement in the New World. Its tenure 
ended only 17 years later, when Dutch forces 
captured Fort Christina on September 15, 
1655, and incorporated the settlement into 
New Netherland.

The Historical Society, established in 
1948, has published three books related 
to the New Sweden Colony. For more 
information, or to make dinner reservations, 
go to www.swedishamericanhist.org or 
contact Karin Andersson at kmandersson@
northpark.edu. n

Historical Society Meets in Museum
for Program on New Sweden Colony

Executive Director’s Letter

Dear Members and Friends,
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The Swedish American Museum has been so fortunate to host a 
talented group of fantastic interns and volunteers from universities 
and other schools over the years. This spring, we are excited to 
this year have Ylva Frögéli as an intern from January through May. 
Ylva is a graduate student at Uppsala University working on her 
master’s degree in cultural heritage and museum studies within the 
department of ALM (Archive, Library and Museums.) She already 
holds a BA in international archeology from Gotland University 
and is excited to learn more about the museum and cultural 
heritage fields in the United States. 

Ylva originally began her studies with aspirations of being a 
professional archeologist. During an archeology internship at a 
Museum, she realized that 
she enjoyed working in a 
museum setting rather than 
at a dig site; she liked being 
able to interpret the stories 
of the artifacts for visitors in 
a direct way. Ylva turned her 
focus to museum education 
and curatorial studies. She 
started her graduate degree 
and began volunteering and 
participating in traineeships 
at local museums where 
she designed children’s 
educational programming 
and learned about artifact 
care and conservation. 

As part of her program 
of study, Ylva elected to 
complete an internship 
and decided to apply 
internationally. She focused her search in the United States so that 
she could both learn about the museum field in another country 
and further improve her English language skills. Ylva was excited to 
secure an internship here at the Swedish American Museum because, 
being born and raised in Sweden, she thought she could bring a 

useful perspective to the work and she thought that working at an 
institution that held some familiarity would help her feel more at 
home, even though she was in another country. As of 7 days into the 
internship, she reports that she does, in fact, feel very at home here. 
She attributes the feeling to the warm welcome she has gotten by 
volunteers, staff and members of the Museum. 

Ylva is very excited to work and learn at the Museum and she is 
also excited to experience American culture. She says that she has seen 
many American TV shows and movies and is curious to experience 
real, day-to-day, American culture. She has already leapt into her 
experience – trying corn dogs, beef jerky, root beer and peanut butter 
and jelly sandwiches –as well 

as attending a party for Groundhog 
Day and watching the Super Bowl. 
While she likes trying all these 
uniquely American things, she says she 
really likes experiencing the culture 
from inside and living it day-to-day. 
She admits that her biggest challenges 
so far have been getting used to 
hearing and speaking English most of 
the time and tackling Chicago’s city 
transit system. She says that Chicago 
is a much bigger and busier city than 
her hometown, 25 minutes outside 
Stockholm, which she describes as 
mostly “fields, forest and water,” with 
one grocery store and two restaurants. 
While experiencing American culture, 

she has also found opportunities to help her American friends and 
family experience a taste of Sweden – she has been busy making 
batches of Swedish pancakes to share!

We are incredibly excited to be hosting Ylva and honored to be 
part of her American experience! n

Around the Museum

Museum Hosts Master’s-Level Intern from Sweden by Veronica Robinson

Ylva working with handwritten Swedish letters from the early 1900s held in 
the Museum’s permanent collection.

The well-known Dala Horse is missing from its familiar 
Andersonville location on the corner of Clark Street and Farragut 
in Chicago, a block north of the Swedish American Museum.

It has not been the victim of thieves, nor has it fled to greener 
pastures. The symbolic painted horse was transported on February 
15 to a shop that specializes in the renovation of colorful statuary. 
It is expected to return in about four months.

Installed in the spring of 2005, the horse was painted by Lars 
Gillis, the artist who also brightened the appearance of the Museum’s 
third-floor Brunk Children’s Museum of Immigration. Stockholm is 
shown on one side of the horse and Chicago on the other.

The statue was donated to the Museum and the Andersonville 
community by the Swedish Women’s Educational Association of 
Chicago (SWEA). During one of the international organization’s 
major celebrations, each chapter around the world created a 
painted Dala Horse.

Also known as a 
“Dalecarlian” horse, 
the Dala (Dalahäst in 
Swedish) is a traditional 
statuette that originated 
in the Swedish province 
of Dalarna. Once it 
was simply a toy for 
children, but now the 
horse has become a symbol of Sweden. Varieties in several sizes and 
colors are sold in the Museum store. 

SWEA has already generously donated to the fund for the Dala 
Horse restoration, but more is needed to cover the costs for refreshing 
this neighborhood landmark. If you are interested in donating or 
finding out more about how you can contribute to this undertaking 
and future preservation efforts, please call or e-mail the Museum. n

Andersonville’s Dala Horse on Hiatus



Left: The S.F. of A. 
photo, reframed in 
an archival frame 
with ultra violet 
light-filtering glass. 
Below: A close-up 
of Viola’s parents, 
Greta and Bob, 
in the S.F. of A. 
photograph.

Curator’s Corner

You Never Know What You May Find... by Veronica Robinson

The Swedish American Museum holds more than 13,000 artifacts 
in its permanent collection. These historical objects are regularly 
rotated through the Museum’s many exhibit spaces – including the 
second floor “The Dream of America” exhibit, our front windows 
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and our other public areas. Though the structure and storyline of 
many of these spaces remains intact, the artifacts and individual 
stories change frequently. 

When visiting the Museum, you never know what treasures 
you may find. Imagine the surprise of one Museum member, Viola 
Nelson, who found a photograph of her parents in our second floor 
exhibit, “The Dream of America.” Several years ago, Viola was 
showing a friend around the Museum and discovered her parents 
– along with many of their friends and neighbors – were featured 
in a photograph that was hanging in the exhibit. She had not seen 
the photo before, as it was an official Scandinavian Fraternity of 
America photograph of a dinner party, not a personal snapshot. 

Viola’s parents were Margareta Andersson (Greta) and Olaf 
Robert Nelson (Bob). They immigrated to the U.S. separately 
between 1922 and 1924. Bob initially moved to Chicago’s south 
side to live with his brothers who were already here. Greta moved 
in with her aunt on the north side and worked as a cook in Lake 
Forest. In the depression era of the early 1930s, Bob moved to the 
north side of Chicago to work as a chauffer, and he and Greta met 
one day at a dinner-dance held by the Scandinavian Fraternity of 
America. They married in 1934 and lived in Highland Park, where 

they remained active in both the S. F. of A. and the Vikings clubs. 
Post-WWII, Bob had a successful career as a homebuilder on 
the North Shore, while Greta became a homemaker. They raised 
their daughter with a strong Swedish influence – going to S.F. of 

A. functions, and 
spending summers 
at their Minnesota 
“sommarstuga.” 

A few years after 
Viola discovered 
the photograph, 
she revisited the 
Museum with friends but found the photograph was no longer on 
the wall, the staff had rotated it off exhibit and put something else 
in its place. She contacted us to inquire if she could see the photo 
again. Based on her description, we were able to locate the correct 
photo in storage and bring it out again. Viola was so taken with the 
photograph and happy to see it in the Museum’s collection that she 
wanted to help the Museum care for and protect the photo. She 
sponsored a project to reframe the photo in a special archival frame 
so that it would be protected for many years to come, both on and 
off exhibit. 

Next time you are visiting the Museum, remember to take a 
closer look at some of the artifacts on display – you just may find 
something incredibly interesting or strangely familiar! n
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Else-Britt reconnected with her Swedish roots through the Museum. 
How the California girl who had lived in Germany for 27 years 
found herself on the journey to connect with her Swedish roots is 
a remarkable tale. Born in Malmö, Sweden, Else-Britt lived there 
until shortly before the end of first grade. May 16, 1951, her eighth 
birthday, found Else-Britt, along with her younger sister Eva, in a 
children’s dormitory on Ellis Island. Her knowledge of English was 
limited to the words of the song My Bonnie Lies Over the Ocean. 

Her mother had died two years earlier; Else-Britt, her sister and 
father moved in with his mother in Limhamn, where she attended 
kindergarten and first grade. In May, 1951 her father and the two 
girls sailed from Gothenburg to New York on 
the MS Stockholm. Upon arrival in the harbor, 
Else-Britt’s father was taken to Staten Island to 
be examined while the girls spent a week among 
strangers on Ellis Island before being reunited. 
The family then boarded a Greyhound bus for 
Denver, Colorado, where her father and an 
American woman of Danish descent, whom he 
had met years earlier as a merchant marine, were 
to be married. After the wedding the girls were 
again left alone in the company of strangers. 
Returning from a week-long honeymoon, 
the new family drove over the mountains to 
California. By September Else-Britt was a 3rd 
grader in California. 

It was another 11 years before Else-Britt 
saw Sweden again. At age 19 she sailed alone 
to Sweden and stayed with her grandmother 
for 6 weeks, thereby reviving some of her 
Swedish. Upon her return, she secured American 
citizenship, completed a BA in English at UC 
Santa Barbara, and taught high school English 
for five years. During this period she met and 
married a fellow English teacher. It was his hobby and passion as a 
jazz musician that soon took them to Germany. What was supposed 
to be a year’s adventure being a musician in Europe turned into a 
career and lengthier stay. During the 1972 Olympics in Munich, 
her husband was musical director of the German production of 
Godspell and Else-Britt was the Prop Manager. Her twin daughters 
and son were born and raised in Germany. She became certified as 
a Montessori pre-school teacher and taught in a bilingual school for 
a number of years. Life was good, and living in Germany felt like a 
better fit than southern California where Else-Britt had always had a 
sense of not belonging. It was also easier to visit friends and relatives 
in Sweden.

But there was to be another change in the next chapter of her 
life. In 1989, Else-Britt suddenly became a widow with 3 children 
and needed to reinvent her career to full-time work as a teacher 
of English to adults. Her twin daughters completed German high 
school and left for college in the U.S. With their departure, Else-
Britt began considering moving back to the U.S. with her son – but 
where? Then she heard from a friend from the past—30 years past, 
to be exact. Ray DeLong, was clearing out old boxes and ran across 
some letters from Else-Britt, which included her stepmother’s phone 

number. As luck would have it, the 90 year-old stepmom had 
remained at the same address and she put Ray in touch with Else-
Britt. A year later Else-Britt, although already an American citizen, 
found herself, in essence, immigrating once again to the United 
States. This time she was older, wiser and had a perfect command of 
English. Her son completed high school and college in the U.S. Ray 
and Else-Britt married; she began working for the National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation, joined the North Shore Choral Society, 
took up Tai Chi, and been to places like India, China and Japan to 
visit her world-traveling daughters. 

Life was good but still providing surprises. In 1999 upon her 

stepmother’s death, Else-Britt 
received some Swedish documents 
which revealed that she had been 
adopted as a 6 week-old baby. Here 
was perhaps the explanation for 
that lingering vague sense of not 
belonging. She had often wondered 
why she was so different from her 
sister. What was Else-Britt to do with 
the knowledge? Would her biological 
family welcome her or even know 
of her existence? She figured that at 
her age, and with all the changes that 
she had already undergone, she had 
nothing to lose by trying to make 
contact. A Swedish journalist friend, 
found her birth mother in Malmö, 
made contact and asked if they knew 
about Else-Britt and if she could 

write to them. Long story short: Else-Britt polished up her Swedish 
by taking a conversation class at the Museum, and the following 
summer traveled to Sweden where she met her mother and her four 
brothers and sisters. Her first time home was a true homecoming. 
She was amazed by their easy acceptance of her and that they shared 
so many of the same interests: books, films, nature and travel. She 
was also surprised to learn that her biological mother lived only 
a mile from the “aunt” she had been visiting in Malmö for years. 
Perhaps they had crossed paths and never knew it.

The Swedish American Museum played a small part in Else- 
Britt’s story by being there to help her connect with her Swedish roots 
and learn more about Sweden. She began to celebrate more Swedish 
traditions in her home including Midsommarfest. One of her daughters 
had her wedding reception at the Museum. Her grandchildren, 3 of 
whom have Swedish names, like to play in the Children’s Museum 
and love herring, meatballs and lingonberries. Since Else-Britt retired, 
between trips to see her children in Michigan and China, or going 
to hear her bass-playing son perform in Chicago, she has been a 
remarkable volunteer spreading her time and talents between the  
store, the admissions desk, and special events. n

Else-Britt DeLong at Christkindlmarket, Daley Plaza

Volunteers

A Long Journey Home for Else-Britt DeLong by Elizabeth Cline
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Her travels, “an artist residency of my own 
design,” included two weeks in Tegelgården, 
where she led a clay workshop, and visits to the 
stone ship arrangement Ales Stenar, the Arctic 
Circle, museums and the homes of a several 
Nordic relatives.

Tim Klassen
A collage artist, Tim lives in Oregon and has 
had several exhibitions in the Portland area. 
Born in Winnipeg, Canada, he graduated from 
Glenbrook North High School in Northbrook 
and received a bachelor of arts degree from 
Goshen College in Indiana. As a student, he 
worked for the government of Belize and says 
he has left a trail of art on six continents.

During his travels last summer in Sweden, 
Norway and Denmark, Tim became deeply 
connected with the land and its people. He 
found “a freshness of youth next to elegant 
deterioration – an affinity alongside the novelty 
of strangeness and distance.”

Panels of wood are integral to his collages. 
Each piece he finds offers patterns of grain that 
reveal its origins, hinting at the tree it once was 
and the earth and climate that nurtured it.

In Tim’s hands, the remnants “evoke and 
support images that come from the Scandinavian 
lands of the past and present. The grains 
themselves return to a visual earth and sky.”

In collages, Tim has used photos from his 

Scandinavian trip, some of relatives he had 
not encountered before. “Placing and pressing 
them into the wood, drawing and painting to 
integrate them in a new context, leads down 
some different roads of exploring history,” he 
explains.

“And so routes and roots layer upon each 
other; entangled perceptions of the past and 
present mingle, and grains of wood continue to 
regenerate new life.” 

Stephen Klassen
An artist who works with wood, Stephen 
lives in Minnesota. There, his mother was 
born and his grandparents “left their bones 
after forgetting how to speak Norwegian and 
Swedish.” The house he lives in was built by 
Norwegian carpenters and housed Swedes for 
more than a century.

“I see trees as guardians and inventors of 
continuity,” Stephen says. “Their roots mine 
the deep darkness and build a green ladder 
toward the sun. For generations, Scandinavians 
have cherished the warmth of wood, radiating 
summer heat in the dead of winter.”

In his process of shaping wood, Stephen 
feels he is reworking the life of trees. “I find the 
succession of seasons patiently written as I dig 
into the body of the wood.” His materials vary 
from sticks he finds in neighborhood walks to 
boards from lumberyards.

“I work with wood because I find the tree’s 
story memorized in the knots, wormholes and 
other particularities of its structure,” Stephen 
says. “These are points of entry for me as I cut, 
carve, scrape, stain, paint and rub material into 
the wood, alternately burying and revealing the 
surface.”

He repeats concentric lines and mimics 
shapes he finds in the wood. “A piece devolves 
as I make many separate objects, one after 
another. In both cases I allow and celebrate the 
gradual mutation that accumulates as I build 
the work,” he adds.
“My work as an artist is to put these pieces 
together and find new ways to make them live, 
to remember them.”

Related Museum programs
Following the exhibit opening on Friday, March 
22, a related Start with Art event is scheduled 
from 7:30 a.m. to 10 a.m. Wednesday, March 
27, and a Family Night program is planned 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Friday, April 5. Corinne 
Peterson will give an artist talk on Thursday, 
April 25, at 7 p.m. The exhibit will close at 4 
p.m. Sunday, June 23. n

Entangled Routes continued from page 1

Nelson
Funeral Homes

Peace of mind for you
and your family.

Preplan your funeral.

Payment plans are available.

We have a complete selection of  
burial and cremation services.

5149 N. Ashland Ave., Chicago
773-561-5147

820 W. Talcott Rd., Park Ridge
847-823-5122

www.nelsonfunerals.com

Janet Nelson, Funeral Director

Swedish Songs & 
Stories at Bullerbyn
Starting this spring you may have 
noticed an increase in the number 
of little vikings at the Museum some 
Sundays. The Museum’s newest 
family program, Bullerbyn, is a 
Swedish-language playgroup that 
takes place every other Sunday from 
10:15 to 11:15 a.m. It is a time for 
singing songs, reading stories and 
having lots of fun in Swedish! The 
class caters to a wide array of ages 
from 6 months to 6 years and relies 

on parent volunteers who run the 
sessions.

This effort comes as a result of 
our membership’s expressed desire 
to have additional support in 
nurturing their children’s Swedish-
speaking skills from a young age. 
For many parents it has already 
become a valuable opportunity to 
trade best practices for raising a 
bilingual child and a place to show 
kids that Swedish isn’t just mom 
or dad’s language but is spoken by 
many—even in Chicago! n
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PRogRAMS, EXHIBITS & CLASSES

Programs, Exhibits & Classes Fall 2012 — 1

A DREAM OF AMERiCA – SWEDiSH 
iMMiGRATiON TO CHiCAGO 
Saturday, March 23, 1 p.m.

Saturday, April 27, 11 a.m.

Sunday, May 19, 11 a.m.

Saturday, June 15, 11 a.m. 

A Dream of America tells a fascinating story that starts in the 
mid 1800s in Sweden and it takes the visitor on a journey from 
Sweden to the New World, providing insights into the struggles 
and triumphs of Swedish immigrant life 
in Chicago. Cost for the tour is $4 adults, 
$3 seniors and students. Members are free. 
Reservations are recommended.

FiLM THURSDAY
First Thursday of the month, 1 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

April 4 – Arn the Knight Templar

May 2 - TBD

Take a break from your regular schedule 
and enjoy a Swedish movie at the Swedish 
American Museum. Reservations are 
recommended. This event is free. Coffee and 
sandwiches are available at self-cost.

SCANDiNAViAN JAM SESSiON
Second Saturday of the month – April 13,  
May 11, June 8, 1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Musicians and instructors Mary Allsopp and 
Paul Tyler co-host a Scandinavian Jam at 
the Swedish American Museum the second 
Saturday of every month from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. All ages 
are invited to bring any instrument, regardless of level.  Come for 
learning new Scandinavian songs or playing old classics!  Recording 
devices are recommended.  Contact Scandi.Fiddler@yahoo.com or 
PTyler@ameritech.net with questions.

BULLERBYN
Every other Sunday, 10:15 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.

March 17, April 7 and 21, May 5 and 19

This new offering is a Swedish song and story time for the younger 
children from 6 months to 6 years-old with parent participation. 
We meet in the gallery space or the Children’s Museum. Children 
are welcome to stay and play in the Brunk Children’s Museum after 
the program. Cost: free for Museum members, $5 per child for non-
members.

HEJSAN – CHiLDREN’S AFTER-SCHOOL 
PROGRAM
Every 1st and 3rd Thursday, 3:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m., September – June

This after-school program, focusing this spring on pioneer crafts 
and games, is designed for children ages 5 to 10. Younger children 
are welcome under the supervision of an adult. 
Cost: $1 per child. Reservations are recommended.

March 21:  Whirligigs 

April 4:  Grocery Bag Basket Weaving (Pinterest)

April 18:  Clay Coil Pots

May 2:  Yarn Weaving  

May 16:  Butter

June 6:  Spool Knitting 

June 20: Spinning Tops

“TOLERANCE VS . iNCLUSiON: 
HOW iMMiGRATiON AFFECTS 
EDUCATiON”
Thursday, March 14, 7 p.m.

Join us for a presentation by Faith L. Walls. 
While spending one year in Sweden, 
she researched how immigration affects 
education, in particular bullying/relational 
aggression among girls in a multi-cultural 
school setting. As a visiting researcher at 
Stockholm University’s Department of 
Child and Youth Studies, Walls worked with 
6th grade girls at two elementary schools 
in Södertälje, one of the most densely 
immigrant-populated municipalities in all 

of Sweden. Södertälje has immigrants from Iraq, Finland, Syria, 
Turkey, Lebanon and other countries. Walls is a recipient of the 
Malmberg Scholarship given by American Swedish Institute, Minn., 
for this project. 
Cost: $15 members, $20 non-members. Pizza and Salad will be 
served before the presentation.

A SWEDiSH-AMERiCAN FAMiLY “PÅSK” 
WORKSHOP 
Saturday, March 16, 10 a.m.

What a great way to start your Easter! Learn about traditional 
Easter food, decorate a “påskris,” and paint eggs both the Swedish 
and American way. Children dressed up in Easter costumes will 
receive a special treat. Swedish fruit punch and delicious open-faced 
sandwiches will be served during the workshop. Cost: $10 members, 
$15 non-members. Reservations are required.

SWEDiSH AMERiCAN MUSEUM
HOURS

GENERAL MUSEUM:
Monday – Friday: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday: 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM:
Monday – Thursday: 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Friday : 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday: 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
MUSEUM STORE:
Monday – Thursday: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Friday: 10 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday: 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

5211 North Clark Street
Chicago, Illinois 60640-2101
773.728.8111
www.SwedishAmericanMuseum.org
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CELEBRATE “VÅFFELDAGEN” AT THE 
MUSEUM  
Monday, March 25, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Våffeldagen is celebrated on March 25 as the feast of Marie 
Bebådelsedagen or Annunciation Day. That was the day the 
Archangel Gabriel announced to the Virgin Mary that she had been 
chosen to be the mother of Jesus. Swedes have found a great way 
of celebrating this day — we eat waffles! At the Museum we will 
celebrate Våffeldagen on Monday, March 25. We will begin serving 
delicious Swedish waffles at 10 a.m. Cost: $5 per serving.

FAMiLY NiGHT
Friday, April 5, 4 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

Join us for an evening of crafts and activities for the whole family. 
This is a free event. Reservations are recommended.

ANNUAL MEETiNG AND VOLUNTEER 
RECOGNiTiON
Tuesday, April 9, 6 p.m.

All are welcome to attend the Museum’s annual meeting. Dinner begins 
at 6 p.m. and the annual meeting is at 7:30 p.m. Cost for the dinner is 
$20 per person. Volunteers are guests. Reservations are required.

ROUTES TO ROOTS with CORiNNE PETERSON
Thursday, April 25, 7 p.m.

On April 25, ceramic artist Corinne Peterson will present a talk 
about the artwork she has created for the Entangled Routes exhibit.  
She will include stories and images from her trip last summer to 
Norway and Sweden. She will discuss her visits to ancient graves, 
standing stones and rock carvings; her observing of the midnight 
sun and her meetings with relatives, and will describe how these 
experiences influenced her art-making. Open-faced sandwiches will 
be served. Cost: $10 Members  |  $15 Non-members

VALBORG CELEBRATiON & CONCERT  
AT NORTH PARK UNiVERSiTY
Sunday, April 28, 4 p.m. for Family Fun and 5 p.m. for Concert and 
Sing-Along

Join SACC, SWEA, the Swedish American Museum and Chicago’s 
Scandinavian Choirs as we welcome spring.
4 p.m. Fun for the whole family begins with games, singing and of 
course something to eat, including hot dogs at $2/person. 
5 p.m. Several popular Chicago-area Scandinavian choral groups 
perform their best-known selections. The program ends with all 
choirs singing together and then allsong with the audience. 
Cost is $10 for adults and $5 for children under 12. Admission 
proceeds benefit the participating choirs.

MOSAiC – CELEBRATiNG CHiCAGO’S 
COMMUNiTiES
Thursday, May 2, 6 p.m.

CCA’s annual fundraising event held at the Chicago  

History Museum. More information to be available at  
www.ChicagoCulturalAlliance.org. Cost: $125/ticket

CHiCAGO SWEDiSH MALE CHORUS SPRiNG 
CONCERT 2013
Sunday, May 5, 3 p.m. 

Join the Swedish Male Chorus for its annual spring concert at the 
Swedish American Museum with great music, great food, and great 
friendships. Tickets are available from chorus members or at the 
door. Call the Museum at 773.728.8111 for more information.

MERULA CONCERT
Saturday, May 11, 5 p.m.

Join us for a perfomance of the Swedish Choir, Merula. More 
information coming soon online.

MiDSOMMARFEST
Friday, June 7, 6 p.m. – 10 p.m.

Saturday, June 8, 11 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Sunday, June 9, 11 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Museum hours: Saturday 11 a.m. – 4 p.m., Sunday, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Celebrate Midsummer at the Museum with traditional dancing 
around the Maypole and Swedish music. Then visit Andersonville’s 
annual street festival. 

THE ANNUAL JENNY LiND CONCERT
Sunday, June 23, 5 p.m.

The Royal Swedish Academy of Music has selected the 2013 “Jenny 
Lind” winner to perform in Sweden and the United States. This 
year’s winner is from the Stockholm area, Soprano Magdalena 
Risberg, and she will be accompanied by fellow Stockholmer David 
Huang, winner of the Royal Academy of Music accompaniment 
scholarship award. For more information about the winners, visit 
www.fhp.nu. Cost: $15 members, $20 non-members. A summer 
salad dinner will also be served. Reservations are recommended.

PiONEER THE WORLD DAY CAMP 2012
Session I: July 8-12, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Session II: Aug. 5-9, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

This summer kids can travel the world without ever leaving 
Chicago! Campers are introduced to the food, customs, folk arts, 
and cultural identities of four different countries in our “Pioneer 
the World” day camp. Families are invited to attend our very 
own “World’s Fair” on the last day, where campers display their 
handiwork to the public. Pioneer Camp is always packed with fun 
and adventure for children ages 7 to 10. Cost: $200 members, $250 
non-members; extended care available until 4 p.m. for an additional 
$75. Call the Museum at 773.728.8111, ext. 26, to reserve your 
spot. Registration deadline for Session I is Friday, June 14, and 
Friday, July 12, for Session II.

Programs, Exhibits & Classes Winter/Spring 2013 continued 
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EXHIBITS
“ENTANGLED ROUTES” – CORiNNE 
PETERSON, TiM KLASSEN AND STEPHEN 
KLASSEN
Exhibit Opening: Friday, March 22, 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Start with Art: Wednesday, March 27, 7:30 a.m. – 10 a.m.

Family Night: Friday, April 5, 4 p.m. – 7 p.m.

Artist talk by Corinne D. Peterson: Thursday, April 25, 7 p.m.

Exhibit Closing: Sunday, June 23, 2012

Artists Corinne D. Peterson and her sons, Tim Klassen and  
Stephen Klassen, make art rooted in their Scandinavian heritage  
and their experience of the landscape, people and myths of the 
North. Corinne is a ceramic sculptor, Tim makes collages, and 
Stephen carves and paints wood.

CLASSES
SWEDiSH LANGUAGE SERiES 
Evening Swedish classes with four levels. The Beginners I & 
Beginners II courses will include fifteen 90 minute lessons, classes 
run fifteen weeks.  The Intermediate & Conversation/Advanced 
courses will include fifteen 90 minute lessons, classes run fifteen 
weeks. The instructors are Eva May (Beg. I & II) and Anna 
Albinsson-Kaplan (Int. & Conv./Adv.). Books are not included  
in the tuition. 

Tuition: $205 Members  |   $240 Non-members 

Beginners I, Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m., through April 23

For students who have no knowledge of the Swedish language. 
Students will learn the fundamentals: basic grammar, vocabulary, 
conversation, Swedish culture and traditions. Classes will be held  
in English.

Programs, Exhibits & Classes Winter/Spring 2013 continued 

Beginners II, Tuesdays, 8 p.m. – 9:30 p.m., through April 23

For students who have some knowledge of basic grammar and 
vocabulary. Emphasis will be on vocabulary, grammar and spoken 
Swedish. Classes will be held in English.

Intermediate, Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m., through April 24

For students who have a working knowledge of Swedish, including 
elementary conversation and reading. The course will cover 
advanced grammar, vocabulary and conversation. The classes will be 
held in Swedish and English.

Conversation/Advanced, Wednesdays, 8 p.m. – 9:30 p.m., through 
April 24

For students who have mastered the skills at the intermediate level 
and want to practice the Swedish language. The course will focus 
on advanced conversation, discussions, reading and comparisons of 
Swedish and American culture and traditions. Classes will be held in 
Swedish.

We usually hold summer classes for Beginners I and II in June and 
July. Fall sessions start September 2013.

SCANDiNAViAN DANCES  
WiTH LiNDA AND PAUL 
Final session - March 15 – 7:30 p.m. – 10 p.m.

Always wanted to learn how to dance or take your dancing to 
the next level? If you can walk, you can learn to dance! Emphasis 
on basic dance techniques one step at a time. Beginners learn 
how to recognize music, connect with your partner, lead and 
follow. For those with advanced dance abilities, classes build a 
strong foundation to develop additional dance skills and improve 
technique. The Hambo, considered Sweden’s National Dance will 
be taught the last class March 15. No partner needed and any 
experience level welcome.
Cost per class: $10 Members  |  $15 Non-members  

“Entangled Routes” 
exhibit runs from 
Friday, March 22 
through June 23.
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gENEALogY
The Nordic Family Genealogy Center hosts genealogy sessions from 
10 a.m. to noon, the third or fourth Saturday of the month January 
through October, except June. 

Annual membership: $20 Members  |  $10 per session Non-
members 

Saturday, March 23, 10 a.m. to noon

“Påsk Traditioner” Easter Traditions

Saturday, April  20 (Note the date change), 10 a.m. to noon

Possible Field Trip

Saturday, May 18 (Note the date change), 10 a.m. to noon

“Will the Real Sven Larsson Please Stand Up” 
Combined meeting with CAGGNI (Computer Assisted Genealogy 
Group of Northern, IL)

For further information, call the Swedish American Museum at 
773.728.8111 and leave a message for Vereen Nordstrom or e-mail: 
genealogy@samac.org 

Research Hours 
The Genealogy Center is open for individual research on 
Wednesday afternoons. Experienced members of the Nordic Family 
Genealogy Center provide individual assistance. There is no charge 
for Museum members; non-members pay $10 per visit.

Three research appointments are available each Wednesday. 

noon to 1 p.m.

1 p.m. to 2 p.m. 

2 p.m. to 3 p.m.

Individuals with appointments have priority over walk-ins. Please 
contact the Museum at genealogy@samac.org or 773.728.8111 to 
schedule an appointment.

Programs, Exhibits & Classes Winter/Spring 2013 continued 

If you would like to make reservations for one or more of our events 
please fill out the information below and return this form to us with 
payment or e-mail us at museum@samac.org

Event

Time & Date

Price $_______ x __________# of people attending = $_________ 

Event

Time & Date

Price $_______ x __________# of people attending = $_________

Event

Time & Date

Price $_______ x __________# of people attending = $_________

Event

Time & Date

Price $_______ x __________# of people attending = $_________

Swedish American Museum
5211 North Clark Street, Chicago, Illinois 60640-2101
773.728.8111 | www.SwedishAmericanMuseum.org

Name

Address

City    State    Zip 

Phone

E-mail

Museum Member  q Yes q No

Grand Total: $______________________

Payment:
q Check enclosed, payable to Swedish American Museum
q Credit Card  q Visa q MasterCard 

Account #

Expiration Date

Name on Card

Signature

RESERVATIoNS



Winter/Spring 2013 Flaggan 7

Property Insurance
Liability Insurance
Business & Auto Insurance
Workers Compensation Insurance
Employee Benefit Plans
Financial Planning

5153 North Clark Street
Chicago, Illinois 60640

Phone (773) 334-1215
Fax (773) 334-2372

www.northernins.com

An Andersonville Original

SVEA
R E S T A U R A N T

Swedish American
Home Cooking

5236 North Clark
Andersonville ~ Chicago

773.275.7738

An Andersonville Original

SIMON’S
Your Swedish bar
across the street

from the museum.
5210 North Clark, Chicago

773.878.0894

SKÅL!

Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin was born in 1930 to a Swedish-American 
father and an American mother. Although he is arguably most 
famous for being the pilot of the Apollo 11 mission, and thereby 
the second man to walk on the moon, Aldrin has accomplished 
countless other feats in his life. He graduated third in his class 
at West Point Academy, was a U.S. Air Force fighter pilot who 
flew over sixty missions during the Korean War, helped develop 
numerous ideas on space travel including the orbit path now 
known as the Aldrin trajectory, and he founded the non-profit 
organization ShareSpace with the goal to teach children of all ages 
about space exploration and help facilitate affordable space flight 
experiences, to name just a few. 

For years the Swedish American Museum has wanted to honor 
“Buzz” within our Brunk Children’s Museum of Immigration. 
Construction started this past fall with expected completion by the 
end of April. Already installed is a countdown clock and blast-
off chairs for children to ride to the moon. There will be moon 
footprints, space tools and costumes for aspiring astronauts to 
maneuver in and a moveable information cart that will be used in 
conjunction with our educational programming and school tours.

In additional to special programming for the official opening, 
the Museum will host a party to celebrate the exhibit’s completion. 

From Vikings to visionaries, Swedes and Swedish-Americans 
have made an indelible impact on history. Whether visiting the 
Brunk Children’s Museum of Immigration or the Swedish American 
Museum as a whole, we hope to continue to educate guests of all ages 
about their achievements. Please join us in paying tribute to Edwin 
“Buzz” Aldrin and his place in history. We are beyond excited to 
complete this long-awaited expansion and look forward to continued 
growth and improvements to the children’s museum. n

Children’s Museum by Jesse Aucoin

A large array of books, both fiction and non-fiction, including 
references on Swedish language, traditions, recipes and travel, can 
be found at the Museum Store. The authors of two available books 
of historic interest discussed them during programs at the Museum 
during the past year.

In his fascinating family chronicle, “Whiskey Breakfast: My 
Swedish Family, My American Life,” Chicago author Richard 
C. Lindberg relates the experiences of his immigrant father and 
grandfather as they sought better opportunities in the New World.

Lilly Setterdahl, in her meticulous compilation, “Not My Time to 
Die: Titanic and the Swedes on Board,” tells what happened to each 
of the 123 Swedish passengers (118 of them single) aboard the ill-fated 
liner that was bringing them to the United States.

Another book that 
features Swedish-Americans is 
“Swedish Chicago” which is 
chock full of black and white 
photographs, spanning decades, from the early Swedish immigrants to 
current photos of Andersonville and the Swedish American Museum. 
The images portray the Swedish influences that can be found in our 
city, from the Wrigley Building and Wrigley Field, to the house of Carl 
Sandburg to familiar sights around us, like Simon’s Tavern and the 
Swedish Bakery. There are many personal stories and family portraits 
from prominent Chicago Swedes such as the Bollings and the Nelsons. 

In addition to informative books about the adventures and 
achievements of Swedish immigrants, the Museum store stocks several 
fictional works. Among them are the best-selling Stieg Larsson trilogy 
that begins with “The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo.” n

Museum Store Book Selection
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$10,000 & OVER
Edith Marie Appleton  

Foundation
Bertil & Ulla Brunk
MacArthur Fund for Arts and 

Culture at Prince
The Oberlander Group-Merrill 

Lynch
Verdandi, Lodge No. 3, I.O.S.

$1,000 TO $9,999
Dan & Karin Abercrombie
American Daughters of Sweden

Bank of America Foundation 
Matching Gift

Stig & Ingrid Benson
George & Nancy Bodeen
Robert Gramen &  

Mardee Kasik
Anders & Donna Gustafsson
Maurice Foundation
Donald & Jeanette Mellskog
Nels & Alice Nelson
Wayne Nelson
John Nordwall
Kenneth Norgan
Permatron Corporation
Paul & Barbara Rimington
Anette Seaberg &  

David Anthonsen
Bengt & Gerd Sjogren
Svithiod Lodge No 1, I.O.S.
Swedish Women’s Educational 

Association (SWEA)

$100 TO $999
Heather Abercrombie
Mark Adams & Sharleen 

Uddenberg-Adams
Karl Ahlm
Stephen & Sally Anderson
Charlotta Anton
Harriet Bolling
Nelson Bowes &  

Virginia Messick
Erik & Evelyn Carlson
Carlson Family Foundation
Walter & Carole Crowley
Thomas & Sylvia Decker
Robert Deckert
Ray & Else-Britt DeLong
Fidelity Matching Gift
Anders & Barbara Flodin
Steve & Joyce Galiette
Eva Giba

Beverly Gillen
Millie Gillen
Bo & Anita Hedfors
Kristina Houston
Illinois Tool Works Foundation 

Matching Gift
Innovisions Group, LLC
Laurie Jacobi
Annika Jaspers
Robert & Lenore Johnson
Glenn Johnson
Phyllis Johnson
JP Morgan Chase

Florence Kirschbaum
Joseph & Kerstin Lane
Richard & Joann Larson

Karen Lindblad
Walter & Sherida Magnuson
Joe & Elisabeth Moravy
LeRoy & Eloise Nelson
Frank & Kerstin Nicholson
Vereen Nordstrom
North Park Theological  

Seminary
Bob & Bibi Orelind
Peter & Joan Papadopoulos
Maurits Persson
Roger and Ellen Prosise
Carl Sandelius
Joan Soderberg
John & Carol Sundquist
Inez Tornblom
Robert Voedisch &  

Karen Johnson
Kathy Voss
Claes & Rebecca Warnander
Edward zasadil 

OTHER DONATiONS
Darrell & Jeanne Alleman
Harry & Evelyn Anderson
Wayne Anderson
Donna Anderson
Steven Anderson
Alice Anderson
Susan Anderson
Goran & Karin Anner
Peter & Margaret Appel
Annie Aubrey
Diane Barry
Judith Alida Bianchi
Dan Brown
Richard & Phyllis Brynteson
Jeff & Debbie Calhoun
Lorraine Carlson
Evelyn M. Carlson
Ross Carlson
Kenneth & Lillian Carlson

Jill Crooker
Eugene & Marian Denk
Donald & Shirley Diersen
Richard Eastline
Carl Eglund
Edward Ekstrom
Jerry & Janet Erickson
Sune & Jean Ericson
William & Vivi-Anne Erikson
Ann Farley
Julie & Robert Fife
Roger & Judy Filip
Ingrid Forsberg
Marion Franklin
Edward Gang
Delores Giffin
Eugene & Inga Giles
Ralph & Sonja Gilliland
Ruth Gustafson
Jeanne Hansen
Ila Hansen
Frances Hellstedt
Mark & Kathy Hohs
Jason Holliman
Igive.Com Holdings, LLC
Earle Johnson
Donna Johnson
Kenneth & Vera Johnson
Frances Johnson
Merna Johnson
Liela & William King
Lois Klein
Shirley Koelling
Harold Larson
Carol & Bert Larsson
Sally Lewis
Nancy Lind
Wes & Deb Lindahl
Andrew & Carol Lindstrom
Thelma Lundgren
Arthur & Aina Lustig
Howard & Jean May
Doris May
Joshua Meyer
John Moore
Howard Morton
Stanley Nelson
Carl & Judith Nemecek
Bruno & Britt Nilsson
June Nystrom
Harland & Norma Oates
Lois Olliger
Ruth Olson
Iner & Beverly Peterson
Steve & Betsy Peterson
James & Phyllis Priest
Kjell quist
Marilyn Reece

Chris Riddiough
Edward. Smith
Lars-Birger & Dallas Sponberg
Terry Stirling
May Stoesser
Donald & Sandi Swanson
Mark Swanson & Nancy Pifer
Mari Ann Swanson
Astrid Thoren
Dominic & Marilyn Turchi
Karl Velde, Jr.
Anne Weidemanis
Lillemor Wennes
Marian Wolf
Roycealee Wood

In Honor of the  
25th Anniversary of  
Russell & Cathy Holmquist
Steve & Joyce Galiette

In Honor of Wally Magnuson’s 
80th Birthday
Erik & Evelyn Carlson
Jill Crooker
Edward Gang
Annette Seaberg &  

David Anthonsen

In Memory of Lisette Deckert’s 
55th Birthday
Annette Seaberg &  

David Anthonsen

Nordic Family Genealogy 
Center in Memory of  
Marilynn Jeglum
Frank & Kerstin Nicholson
Vereen Nordstrom

In Memory of  
Eric Roger Adolphson
Joan Ingrid Asplund 

In Memory of Eva Bergstrom
Svenska Gillet

In Memory of Hertha Falt
Donald & Lynda Ryba

In Memory of  
Karin Rachwal Gusfafson
Barbro Pearson

In Memory of Helen Lindberg
Jeff & Vickie Farver
H.R. Woodhouse & J.J. Farver
Eva Giba
Hanna Goldschmidt
Susan F. Joseph
Robert Puckett

In Memory of Renee Lindgren
Svenska Gillet

Donations (Sept. 1, 2012 – Jan. 31, 2013)
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In Memory of Theo Nelson
Marian Wolf

In Memory of Mildred V. Ring
A.J. Matonak &  

Dorothy Kenney
David & Jean Peterson
Gary Ring
Linda Wilson

iMMiGRANT WALL
Gary Ring
June Stevens

THREE CROWNS
Charlotta Anton
Bengt & Gerd Sjogren

521 CLUB
Gunnar & Kerstin Andersson
Bo & Anita Hedfors
Harry & Solvig Robertson

LiNNAEUS SOCiETY
Grant & Beverly Erickson
Dennis & Birgitta Hulth
Jim & Karen Janas
Jon & Jane Lind
Matt Olaveson
William & Carolyn Schildgen
Ronald & Tina Schmidt
Ingvar & Alfhild Wikstrom

SANDBURG SOCiETY
Dan & Karin Abercrombie
Donald Ahlm
Richard & Candy Anderson
Don & Mary Lee Benson
Glenn & Dolores Bjorkman
Blaine Boogert &  

Jennifer Debner
Robert & Alice Chrismer
David & Ulla-Britt Gerber
Millie Gillen

Douglas Haldeman
Kim Johnson &  

Mats Ove Stenander
Ronald & Margie Karl
Betty Lambruschi
Tore & Margit Lindgren
Andrew & Carol Lindstrom
Judy & William Locke
Carol Morton
LeRoy & Eloise Nelson
Janet Nelson
Elsa Nichols
Erik Orelind &  

Bridget Brennan
Linda Potter
Edward & Mary Raack
Mark Stohlquist
Mark Swanson & Nancy Pifer
Kathy Voss
Magnus & Agneta Waller

SUSTAiNiNG
Eric & Patricia Carlson
Lisa Dahlgren
Marianne Dahm
Eva Giba
Janet Helin
John Isaacson
Derek Palmer
Kathleen Petefish
Janet Peterson
Kristin Rimington
Stanley Thoren Jr. &  

Nancy Thoren

Charlotta Weaver
Anne Weidemanis
Roycealee Wood

We apologize if a name is  
spelled wrong or missing.

Donations continued

Susan Ackerman
Michelle Adams
Marla Aistrope
Nancy Allen
Lina Alonso
Susan Anderson
Goran & Karin Anner
Karen Armstrong
Daniel Ashal
Lois Bahlow
Kevin & Claire Bain
Peter Berghoff
Jordan Berman-Cutler
Judith Alida Bianchi
Cecilia Bocanegra
Victoria Bohline
Harvey Borisof
Kelly Brask
Sarah & Katie Brick
Amande Brown &  

Rebecca Silton
Jamie Brunson
Annie Calhoun
Patrick Carlson
Jonathan Carroll
Chiara Chung
Rob & Marie Clark
Casey Clark & Amy Arendt
Jeff & Gina Clement
Tom & Jo Cory
Gail Cowan
Susan Custer

Adam Delaney &  
Beth Brauer-Delaney

Brad & Christina DeMarea
Joe & Anne DiIanni
Christopher Dimmick & Laura 

Reischel-Dimmick
Susan Donatello
Eric & Traci Drews
Onyx Echoes
Marilyn Engstrom
Cecilia Friberg
Linda Gibboney
Keri Godon
Joe Goodman
Dave & Lori Goss
Carol Grosso
Andrea Hamlin
Jason Hammett & Erin Caskey
Jacqueline Haynes
Mark & Kathy Hohs
Christy Hruska
Johan & Amy Hulth
Earle Johnson
Rodney & Corene Johnson
Ronald & Margie Karl
Linda Kawczynski
Amanda Knowles
Catherine Korda
Amelie Kraklau
Tim & Betsy Kramer
Alexander & Linnea Lange
David & Beth Leistensnider

Christopher Lesser
Katrin & Mark Leuer
Susannah Levine
Andrew & Collin Levy
Joseph & Marisa Lewis
Carl & Patricia Lindberg
David Lindgren
Lois Lundquist
Deborah Lynch
Kathryn Malek
Margaret Mansfield
John & Lucy Mattinen
David & Veronica McBride
Jim & Marsha McDermott
Risa & Roderick McDonell
Cheryl McGarry
Micah & Lauren McLellan
Cathryn Montoya
Peter Mott
Joanie Murphy
Heather Norborg
Andrew & Nancy Norton
John & Janis Notz
Derek Palmer
Teresa Palumbo
Frederic Pearson
Chris & Jen Puccini
Marta quinn
Jennifer Reft
Allen Rehnberg
Remedios Family
Gloria Richardson

Gary Ring
Jan Rock
Calvin Roesner
Shelia Rudolph
Erin Ruffolo
Jeanne Ryan
Adriane Ryan
Judith Sengewald
Lucinda Shar-Baker
Brenna Sheridan
Oscar Sjogren
Sarah Steuerman
Steven Sulkanen
Jennifer Sutton
Jacob Sweet
Lisa & Len Szanto-Vraniak
Patricia Turner
VanStee Family
Julie Vollbrecht
Danny Wagstaff & Ann Socha
Anna Wallin
Anne Weidemanis
Susan Welsh
Shane Wilson &  

Michelle Clairmont
David Winter
Chai Wolfman
Mark & Laura Yoon
Todd zima & Sally Benson 

New Members
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Chicago, IL 60660
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Heart and Soul of genealogy Center Remembered
The legacy of Marilynn Jeglum, whose name became 
synonymous with genealogy research at the Swedish 
American Museum, lives in the memories of 
countless people she helped to connect with family 
histories.

Credited for realizing a need for a more formalized 
genealogical program, and the dedication to secure 
the resources that such an initiative would require, 
Marilynn passed away on January 10 after decades of 
incomparable contributions to the Museum.

“We would not have our active Nordic Family 
Genealogy Center if it wasn’t for Marilynn’s time 
and energy to share her knowledge and interest 

in family 
research,” said Executive 
Director Karin Moen 
Abercrombie. “The center 

helps our members connect with their families in Sweden in a way 
that most of us would not be able to do without help.”

That sentiment was echoed by Vereen Nordstrom, a Museum 
board member and Genealogy Center colleague, who called 
Marilynn “truly the heart and soul” that has made the research 
facility a reality.

“She worked relentlessly,” Nordstrom said, “to obtain equipment 
and resources, provide monthly genealogy sessions, enlist volunteers, 
and participate in weekly research days. Mention her name 
around the Museum and people think immediately: genealogist 
extraordinaire.”

Other active members agree. “If not for Marilynn Jeglum and 
the Genealogy Center, I would never have known the other half of 
my family,” said Wayne Nelson. Sue Jackson added that Marilynn 

started her “on an amazing journey into the past  
and opening doors to the present.”

Born in 1931, Marilynn lived most of her life in 
Andersonville. Widowed in 1968 after 16 years of 
marriage, she returned to school for bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees and worked full time as a single parent.

“Mom was the strongest person we know,” her 
children recalled in their eulogy. “She pulled five 
children and bags of groceries up and down Clark 
Street in a red wagon through slush and snow. She 
remodeled kitchens, drove us cross country, and lived 
by the adage that if you want to play hard, you have to 
work hard.

“Mom treasured the international flavor of our 
family, teaching us the value of learning about our own heritage as 
well as other cultures. She taught us to love and value those who are 
different from us.”

Nordstrom recalled how proud Marilynn was of her Swedish 
heritage and that she was a long-time Andersonville resident. 
“She delighted in telling stories about the old neighborhood, and 
remembered when the current site of the Museum was Lind’s 
Hardware.”

Marilynn’s home was decorated with Swedish furniture, art 
objects and souvenirs. “Although she loved all things Swedish, she 
embraced the international flavor of her family,” Nordstrom said.

“Genealogy work continues at the center, and we all remember 
and thank Marilynn for her hard work. She was present at our 
holiday program in December, and we were able to acknowledge  
her dedicated service.”

The Nordic Family Genealogy Center has established a fund  
in memory of Marilynn Jeglum. n
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Get your Swedish Foods 
de l ivered direct to your doorstep

for only $12.99 
2nd day air, nationwide. 

Visit www.swedishde l i .com 
for more information.

I want to:    q Join    q Renew my membership

Name

Address

City     State      zip

Phone    E-mail

q I want to give a gift membership to: 

Name

Address

City  State      zip

Phone    E-mail

q My membership: $ ________ 

q Gift membership: $ ________ 

q Donation to Museum: $ ________ 

         q Total: $ ________ 

q Please make checks payable to the Swedish American Museum

q Please charge the following credit card: q Visa  q Mastercard

Account No.          Exp. Date 

Name on Card

Signature

Become a Museum member and enjoy the many money-saving 
benefits listed below. Simply fill in the form on the right and return 
it to the Museum to start receiving your member benefits. 

Basic Memberships:
Corporate: $250 *
Non-Profit Organization: $75 *
Family: $50 *
Individual: $35 *
Student/Senior Couple: $25 *    
Student/Senior: $15  
 

Memberships include:
* Free Admission
* Discounts in the Museum Store
* Discounts on Classes & Programs
* Invitations to Openings and Special Events
* Subscription to Flaggan Newsletter
† All of the Above & a Subscription to Sweden & America Magazine
†† All of the Above & One Annual Free Gift Membership for a Friend
‡ All of the Above & Special One-time Discount in the Museum Store
‡‡ Invitation to a Special Event
‡‡‡ Special Recognition

Mail to:  Swedish American Museum 
 5211 N. Clark Street, Chicago, IL 60640
 Attn: Membership

Join the Swedish American Museum!

Patron Memberships:
Three Crowns: $1000 + ‡‡‡
521 Club: $521 – $999 ‡‡ 
Linnaeus Society: $250 – $520 ‡
Sandburg Society: $100 – $249 ††
Sustaining: $75 †
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A DREAM OF AMERiCA – 
SWEDiSH iMMiGRATiON 
TO CHiCAGO 
Saturday, March 23, 1 p.m.

Saturday, April 27, 11 a.m.

Sunday, May 19, 11 a.m.

Saturday, June 15, 11 a.m. 

FiLM THURSDAY
First Thursday of the month, 
1 p.m. and 7 p.m. 

April 4 – Arn the Knight Templar

May 2 - TBD

SCANDiNAViAN JAM 
SESSiON
Second Saturday of the month—April 13, 
May 11, June 8, 1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

BULLERBYN
Every other Sunday — March 17,  
April 7 and 21, May 5 and 19, 
10:15 a.m. – 11:15 a.m.

HEJSAN – CHiLDREN’S 
AFTER-SCHOOL 
PROGRAM
Every 1st and 3rd Thursday, 3:30 p.m. 
– 4:30 p.m., September – June

“TOLERANCE VS . 
iNCLUSiON: HOW 
iMMiGRATiON AFFECTS 
EDUCATiON”
Thursday, March 14, 7 p.m.

A SWEDiSH-AMERiCAN 
FAMiLY “PÅSK” 
WORKSHOP 
Saturday, March 16, 10 a.m.

CELEBRATE 
“VÅFFELDAGEN” AT THE 
MUSEUM  
Monday, March 25, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

FAMiLY NiGHT
Friday, April 5, 4 p.m. – 7 p.m. 

ANNUAL MEETiNG 
AND VOLUNTEER 
RECOGNiTiON
Tuesday, April 9, 6 p.m.

ROUTES TO ROOTS with 
CORiNNE PETERSON
Thursday, April 25, 7 p.m.

VALBORG CELEBRATiON 
& CONCERT AT NORTH 
PARK UNiVERSiTY
Sunday, April 28, 4 p.m. for Family Fun 
and 5 p.m. for Concert and Sing-Along

MOSAiC – CELEBRATiNG 
CHiCAGO’S 
COMMUNiTiES
Thursday, May 2, 6 p.m.

CHiCAGO SWEDiSH 
MALE CHORUS SPRiNG 
CONCERT 2013
Sunday, May 5, 3 p.m. 

MERULA CONCERT
Saturday, May 11, 5 p.m.

MiDSOMMARFEST
Friday, June 7, 6 p.m. – 10 p.m.

Saturday, June 8, 11 a.m. – 10 p.m.

Sunday, June 9, 11 a.m. – 10 p.m.

PiONEER THE WORLD 
DAY CAMP 2012
Session I: July 8-12, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Session II: Aug. 5-9, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.

“ENTANGLED ROUTES” 
EXHiBiT
Exhibit Opening: Friday, March 22,  
6 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Start with Art: Wednesday, March 27, 
7:30 a.m. – 10 a.m.

Artist talk by Corinne D. Peterson: 
Thursday, April 25, 7 p.m.

Closing Reception: Friday, June 21,      
6 p.m.

Exhibit Closing: Sunday, June 23

SWEDiSH LANGUAGE 
SERiES 
Beginners I, Tuesdays, 6:30 p.m. –  
8 p.m., through April 23

Beginners II, Tuesdays, 8 p.m. –  
9:30 p.m., through April 23

Intermediate, Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. – 
8 p.m., through April 24

Conversation/Advanced, Wednesdays,   
8 p.m. – 9:30 p.m., through April 24

SCANDiNAViAN DANCES 
WiTH LiNDA AND PAUL 
Final session - March 15 – 7:30 p.m. 
– 10 p.m.

GENEALOGY
Saturday, March 23, 10 a.m. to noon

Saturday, April  20, 10 a.m. to noon

Saturday, May 18, 10 a.m. to noon

For information on exhibits and 
monthly events, please see the 
center section of Flaggan.

Museum Winter/Spring 2013 Programs

MacArthur Fund for Art & Culture at Prince

Sponsored by


